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================================== 
The Writing Life: Get Online or Get In Line 
================================== 
 
If there’s one message from 2012 for food writers, it’s that being online as a 
writer is a requirement -- not just with an established blog, but with social media 
audiences as well.  
 
Here four indicators that bolster my conclusion: 
1. A colleague who has written five cookbooks (one a national award winner) 
wrote a proposal for another book and showed it to a senior editor in New York. 
Her response: not interested, because the writer did not have a large enough 
online presence. 
2. Literary agent Lisa Ekus, who specializes only in cookbooks, said at a 
conference that 80 percent of all queries she receives come from food bloggers. 
She also said the biggest publishers want proposals from bloggers with a 
minimum 250,000 page views per month. (I don’t think this is a hard rule, but it 
lets you know publishers are evaluating blog audiences and what they are 
worth.) 
3. Publishers are bypassing agents and calling food bloggers directly. I hear from 
bloggers all the time who email me for advice, and I wrote this post for them. 
4. Allrecipes purchased the blog of John Mitzewich for six figures because of his 
prowess on YouTube. YouTube puts ads in his videos, which result in substantial 
revenue. 
 
To capture the interest of book publishers, it’s not enough to have a blog and be 
on Facebook and Twitter. They want to see impressive numbers. So if you are 
thinking about how to increase your visibility online in the coming year, I’ve 
included several useful links below, and I’ll have more posts on this subject in my 
blog. Meanwhile, here’s a post I did on Twitter prowess that’s full of tips.  
 
 
============ 



Keep in Touch 
============ 
 
Why wait for this quarterly newsletter to get tips and news on food writing? My 
weekly blog, Will Write for Food, gives you a more immediate way to read about 
recipe writing, freelance writing, book proposals, and food blogging trends and 
issues. Join my group of thoughtful and intelligent readers, who often make the 
comments section the best part of the post.  
 
Let my weekly blog come to you, by email or in an RSS feed, so you don’t have 
to remember to visit. Go to the blog’s right-hand side column to sign up.  
 
Here are 2011’s most popular posts: 

 5 Notes to Self for Coping with Conference Anxiety 
 Should Bloggers be Praised for Recipes They Don’t Write? 
 New Google Recipe Search Means Extra Coding for Bloggers 
 Comparing 

 
If you’d rather not wait this long to find my useful links, I post useful links several 
times a week on my Facebook fan page, Will Write for Food. Click “Like” and 
you’ll get the links on your Home page. I also invite you to follow me on Twitter 
and friend me on Facebook.  
 
========================= 
Upcoming Classes and Events 
========================= 
 
January 7-14, 2012  
Is There a Book In You? 
Rancho La Puerta  
Tecate, Mexico   
$2985-$4515 for the week  
Back again to teach a weeklong class on writing and books at this world-
class spa. So lucky. ������ 
 
January 28, 2012  
Guest Speaker: 3 Ethical Dilemmas for Food Bloggers  
Food Blog South  
Birmingham, AL  
$150    
I'll be speaking on ethics at this one-day conference. It should be a 
rollicking discussion. Seriously. ������ 
  
February 18, 2012  



Food Writing For Food Lovers  
The Writing Salon  
Berkeley, CA   
$95 members/$110 non-members   
 
A one-day class and workshop for the food obsessed who love to write, in 
the San Francisco Bay Area. We'll cover blogging, recipe writing, 
freelancing, and cookbooks, with interactive exercises. ������ 
  
March 27, 2012   
Creating and Selling Your Dream Cookbook  
SeeFood Media studio  
New York, NY  
$250   
Join me, cookbook author Denise Vivaldo, self-publishing pro Martha 
Hopkins, and food photographer Jamie Tiempo at this one day class on 
that gives you insider info from the experts. ��� 
 
April 13, 2012  
Guest speaker, writing technique 
Nourished Food Blogger Conference  
 Westin Lombard Yorktown Center  
Chicago, IL   
$115/$135   
I'll be teaching a writing class for bloggers at this one-day conference 
aimed at special diets. ���  
 
   
========================== 
News from Clients and Students 
========================== 
 
-- Anna Mindess has become a contributor for Bay Area Bites. Here’s her first 
post, Trekking for Taro in the East Bay.  
 
-- Jamie Davidson authored a new self-published book, Livin’ Lean with Trader 
Joe’s. See this article about her in the Contra Costa Times.  
 
--Jayne Georgette wrote a guest post on chocolate for ExpertEnough. 
 
-- The San Francisco Chronicle featured blogger Jun Belen in a Food Section 
article.  
 



-- John Gutekanst received Special Mention for the 2011 Anderbo Creative 
Nonfiction Prize for his essay, “Weasel.” 
 
-- Katie Morford has a contract with Chronicle Books for a book currently titled 
Mom’s Kitchen Handbook: Raising Fresh-Food Kids in a French-Fried World. It’s 
based on her blog of the same name. 
 
-- Sunset hired Kevin Allard to work in the magazine’s test kitchen. 
 
-- Laura Silver has a book contract with University Press of New England for a 
memoir involving her obsession with knishes. 
 
-- Nani Steele had a feature in Sunset about coffee cakes. 
 
--Sarah Henry has started writing for Grist. Here’s her first piece, on sustainable 
farming. 
 
--The Washington Post published a challah recipe by Shulie Madnick. 
 
--Tara Wilsons’s piece on setting the perfect table ran in TheDaily Meal.com. 
 
-- Harrisburg magazine published Tracy Meloni’s piece, “The Food Doctor to the 
Rescue.” 
  
Do you have news about an article you’ve sold, a blog you’ve begun, or a book 
deal? If you are a former student or client, please drop me a line at 
dj@diannej.com. I’d love to include your bragging rights in my next newsletter.  
 
 
========= 
Resources 
========= 
 
-- Read Saveur’s excellent list of global food blogs and bone up on cuisine from 
around the world. 
 
-- This New York Times trend piece, mostly about a Julia Child cookbook now 
sold online, also gives sales statistics and trends of cookbooks overall. 
 
-- Thinking of self-publishing? Here’s a site that links to lots of articles on the 
subject. And here’s a Los Angeles Times piece on self-publishing a Shutterfly 
cookbook. It’s not a realistic strategy for resale, but might work if you want to give 
a few books as gifts.  
 
-- Are you up on all your tax deductions for the year? Here’s a list to refresh your 
memory. Don’t forget about writing off conferences and workshops you attend, as 



well as your expenses while there. 
 
-- Here’s a useful list of 40 Useful Things to Share on Twitter. 
 
- Want higher rankings for your blog? Review this guide. On the same subject, 
here’s a slide show on SEO for food bloggers, from a food blogging conference I 
attended.  
 
========== 
Just for Fun 
========== 
 
-- Did you see Marge become a food blogger on The Simpsons? I laughed my 
head off. 
 
If you’re a self-employed writer, this YouTube bit on getting hired will sound 
familiar. You can’t help but laugh. 

 
=========== 
Opportunities 
=========== 
 
-- “We are looking for a few bloggers who want to create a cookbook iPad app. 
This is something we'll be charging for later, but are willing to give it away for the 
first bloggers for free. The bloggers would get their own branded cookbook app 
that they'd be able to make money from with no risk.” – I got this email from Daria 
Axelrod. If interested, contact her at daria@cooked.it 
 
-- Want to submit an article to Alimentum magazine’s online journal? The 
submission period has already begun. See details here.   
 
==================== 
Events You Might Enjoy 
==================== 
 
Recently I compiled a huge list of upcoming conferences of interest to food 
bloggers, food historians, and writers. Check it out to see an astonishing number 
of conferences and workshops in 2012. 
 

* * * 

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might be interested. All 
previous issues are archived on my website. There’s a place to sign up for this 
newsletter as well.  

To change your email address or unsubscribe, please email me: dj@diannej.com 



I will not rent, trade or sell your email address to anyone for any reason. 

Happy New Year, 

Dianne 


